" THE  FUTURE   OF  AN  ILLUSION "
humiliations. Let us compare the positions which
the representatives of these three disillusionments
have had toward religion. Copernicus, who proved
that our planet had small claim to be considered tjie
centre of the cosmos, closes his book with an
impassioned hymn to God, the creator of the
heavens and the earth. Darwin, who forced man to
surrender his title of the " crown of creation/3 clung
for a while to religious belief as a sort of reservation
against his theory of evolution. Freud shows
religion as an illusion which should be eliminated
from our concept of culture.
The devout and cautious Copernicus did not
dare to publish his work. But during those same
years a liberty-loving man, Florian Geyer, became
the leader of a movement which demanded freedom
from the compulsion of the Church and justice and
equality for all men; a movement which abjured
all the consolations of heaven and stood stoutly for
the principle that our kingdom is of this world.
His plain, straightforward, uncomplicated mind
had not yet grasped that profound necessity which,
in the words of Anatole France, decrees that " the
law in its majestic equality forbids both rich and
poor to sleep under bridges and to steal bread."
Because of his outrageous ideas he was hunted and
cut down like a mad dog by the henchmen of the
throne and church. Within these four hundred
years there has been no real change; despite all
appearances we still live in an era of intellectual
coercion. But through those four hundred years the
words I have seen engraved on the sword of Florian
Geyer still glow with fire, and these words might
well stand as motto for Freud's essay, "Nulla crwy
nulla corona"
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